
Saturday May 30th, 2026

Doors open
Opening Ceremony

Shiai starts
Award and Closing Ceremony

Doors close

09:00 AM
10:00 AM
10:30 AM
05:00 PM
06:00 PM

26th

PCC Cascade Gym 
(600 N Killingsworth St. 

Portland, OR 97217)







Taikai Procedure
1. Contestants line up
2. Volunteers and Shinpan line up
3. Opening Ceremony
4. Shinpan Meeting
5. Shiai starts
6. 8 Divisions before lunch (96 matches in total)
7. Lunch
8. 5 Divisions after lunch (164 matches in total)
9. Closing Ceremony

Opening Ceremony Closing Ceremony
1. Greetings
2. National Anthem
3. Introduction 
4. Tsuchida Cup Return
5. Shinpan-Cho speaks
6. Sportsman’s Pledge

1. Contestants line up

2. Volunteers & Shinpan line up

3. Award Ceremony

4. Closing Speech

 9  : 50
 9  : 55
10 : 00 ~ 10 : 15
10 : 15 ~ 10 : 25
10 : 30
10 : 30 ~ 12 : 40
12 : 40 ~ 13 : 40
13 : 40 ~ 16 : 50
17 : 00 ~ 17 : 30
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Welcome Speech

Head Instructor of Obukan
Taikai Chair of 2026 Rose City Taikai
Motoya Nakamura Sensei

Welcome to the 2026 Rose City Taikai. It is a great pleasure to host this tournament once again 
in beautiful Portland, Oregon.

The Kendo community in our region has grown steadily thanks to the tireless efforts of our dojos
and senseis. I am incredibly grateful to see the number of participants has increased so significantly 
since 2022.

On behalf of the Obukan Kendo Club, we would like to express our deep appreciation to:
- The 138 participants joining us from across Washington, Idaho, Oregon, and Northern

California.
- Shinpan-cho Shinichi Koike Sensei and PNKF President Doug Imanishi Sensei for their

guidance and support.
- Court Shunins Robert Stroud Sensei, Ai Nakayama Sensei, and Harry Samkange Sensei for

their enduring support.
- All senseis for serving as full-time volunteer shinpans.
- Dr. Lei Yu for serving as our volunteer medical personnel.
- Portland Kendo Club, Camas Kendo Dojo, Kenchikai Kendo Club, Redmond Kendo Club,

University of Oregon Kendo Club, Oregon State University Kendo Club, and Northwest 
Kendo for their assistance in managing the courts.
Lastly, we thank our essential volunteers—led by William Chen, Wenqian Liu, Chieko Jette,

Asuka Iijima, Hiromi Lundquist, Blake Sprenger, Scott Fleishman, and Filip Alexander—for their hard 
work in preparing for this event.

We hope you will have a fun, memorable, and educational tournament. Please enjoy the 
camaraderie of the Kendo community.

2



Welcome to the 2026 Rose City Taikai!
We are happy to have you here and hope you enjoy the tournament. Here are some things to 

know:

Where to put bogu bags: Please follow the volunteers’ 
instructions and put your bogu bags at designated area. 
Please bring your shoes with you and do not put any stuff 
at the fire exit doors.

Lunch will take place outside of the gym and can be eaten 
in the lobby. Please refrain from eating inside the gym.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
reach out. We hope you enjoy this year’s Rose City Taikai!

William Chen
(2026 RCT Taikai Coordinator)

william.chen@obukan.com

Interested in helping support Obukan Kendo Club 
and next Rose City Taikai?

Donation Box is located near the First-Aid Table 
after check-in closes.

Where to change: There are locker rooms located next to 
the gym for changing. This is a public facility so please 
remember to be courteous to those using the space for 
general use.

Court Schedule
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Junior Individual Matches - Round Robin Style (10U Division & 1st Round of 13-14 Division):

● Round Robin style: Each player will have the opportunity to face all other players in the group.
● Matches will be 2 minutes long and sanbon-shobu. There will be no encho or hantei.
● Points will be awarded to players depending on the following results. 

○ Win: 3 points; Draw: 1 point; Loss: 0 points
● The final placement will be determined by each players’ aggregate score.
● If the points are even, the player with the most ippon scored will finish top.
● When two players are tied for first place with the same number of points and the same number of ippon 

scored, a sudden death play-off by ippon-shobu shall be conducted between the players in question. Match 
time is 2 minutes and will be repeated until the winner is determined.

Junior Individual Matches - Single Elimination Style:

● Matches will be 2 minutes long and will end when either player scores 2 ippon or when 2 minutes have 
passed. If neither player has more ippons after 2 minutes, encho will be held.

● Encho will be 1 minute and will be repeated until either player scores an ippon.
● No hantei.

Adult Individual Matches:

● Matches will be 3 minutes long and will end when either player scores 2 ippon or when 3 minutes have 
passed. If neither player has more ippons after 3 minutes, encho will be held.

● Encho will be 2-minutes long and will be repeated until either player scores an ippon.
● No hantei.

Taikai Format and Regulations
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Junior Matches - Team Matches

● Matches will be 2 minutes long and will end when either player scores 2 ippon or when 2 minutes have 
passed. If neither player has more ippons, hikiwake will be declared.

● The team with the most victories wins. If this is an equal, the team with the most ippon scored wins. If this is 
equal, team Taisho will be automatically chosen as a representative for a daihyosen.

● Daihyosen will be 2 minutes long. It will be a sudden death play-off by ippon-shobu and will be repeated until 
the winner is determined.

Adult Matches - Team Matches:

● Matches will be 3 minutes long and will end when either player scores 2 ippon or when 3 minutes have 
passed. If neither player has more ippons, hikiwake will be declared.

● The team with the most victories wins. If this is an equal, the team with the most ippon scored wins. If this is 
equal, teams will choose a representative from their members for a daihyosen.

● Daihyosen will be 3 minutes long. It will be a sudden death play-off by ippon-shobu and will be repeated until 
an ippon is scored.

● Each dojo is permitted to have two teams.
● Each dojo needs a minimum of 3 players to form a team.

○ Members without a team who registered for the team division will be randomly assigned to teams 
requiring more players as numbers permit.

AJKF Rules:

● AJKF Provisional Shiai and Shinpan Rules for Tsubazeria will apply for all matches.
● Masks or face shields are optional but not required.
● All other rules per FIK-Standard.

Taikai Format and Regulations
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Staff and Volunteers
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Staff and Volunteers
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List of Competitors
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List of Competitors
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List of Competitors
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4DAN & ABOVE

At the semifinals and final, shinpan-in should not 
come from the same dojo(s) as the competitors.
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At the semifinals and final, shinpan-in should not 
come from the same dojo(s) as the competitors.

JR. 15-17
14



JR. 13-14
ROUND-ROBIN

At the semifinals and final, shinpan-in should not 
come from the same dojo(s) as the competitors.
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JR. 11-12

At the semifinals and final, shinpan-in should not 
come from the same dojo(s) as the competitors.
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JR. 10 & UNDER
ROUND-ROBIN

At the semifinals and final, shinpan-in should not 
come from the same dojo(s) as the competitors.
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2-1 KYU

At the semifinals and final, shinpan-in should not 
come from the same dojo(s) as the competitors.
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0-3 KYU

At the semifinals and final, shinpan-in should not 
come from the same dojo(s) as the competitors.
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JR. TEAMS

At the semifinals and final, shinpan-in should not 
come from the same dojo(s) as the competitors.
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WOMEN’S DAN

At the semifinals and final, shinpan-in should not 
come from the same dojo(s) as the competitors.
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WOMEN’S KYU

At the semifinals and final, shinpan-in should not 
come from the same dojo(s) as the competitors.
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1-2 DAN (1/2)

At the semifinals and final, shinpan-in should not 
come from the same dojo(s) as the competitors.
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1-2 DAN (2/2)

At the semifinals and final, shinpan-in should not 
come from the same dojo(s) as the competitors.
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3 DAN

At the semifinals and final, shinpan-in should not 
come from the same dojo(s) as the competitors.
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ADULT TEAMS

At the semifinals and final, shinpan-in should not 
come from the same dojo(s) as the competitors.
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